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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Fbom the Virginia Plantation to the National Capital ; Or, The First and 
Only Negro Representative in Congress from the Old, Dominion, John 
Mercer Langston. Hartford, Conn. : American Publishing Co. 1894. 
The title of this book is certainly a misnomer. According to his own 
statement in the book itself, Mr. Langston is half white, and nearly all the 
rest of his physical composition is Indian. In open court in the State of Ohio 
he was pronounced a white man. Perhaps it is not known to Mr. Langston 
that after a manner William and Mary College, which gave so many illustrious 
men to the Union, may claim a share in his own exaltation. Two of the In- 
dians educated at William and Mary College in 1753 were John Langston 
and Gideon Langston. Now the mother of the subject of this memoir, Lucy 
Langston, had, besides John Mercer Langston, several other sons, of whom 
one was Gideon Langston. Very probably, then, one of the two Indian stu- 
dents named was grandfather of John Mercer Langston ! The Indian descent 
is clear. Still, in Mr. Langston' s fondness for details, rhetorical flourishes, 
amusing self -laudation and needless repetition of words and phrases, there is 
undoubted evidence of African blood. But the book is undoubtedly very 
readable. In many of his references Mr. Langston is exceedingly respectful 
to Southern people. He has many good things to say of Governor Fitzhugh 
Lee. His picture of his early guardian in Ohio, Colonel William D. Gooch, is 
much more attractive than that of his Puritan successor, Mr. Richard Long. 
Under the circumstances of his chosen identification with the negro race this 
spirit is commendable. In fact, the tone of the work is far more modest and 
decent than the tone of many books written by some white persons in the 
North who have no personal grievances of their own, but love to vent the 
malignity of their own evil disposition upon a conquered people. In its origin, 
existence and development in the South, the institution of slavery was the 
common sin of the whole country. It is not to be expected that the son of a 
former slave should take a wholly philosophical view of the situation. The 
book is well printed. 

The Old Bkick Chukches of Maryland. By Helen West Bidgeley. With 
Illustrations by Sophie de Butts SUwart. NewYork : Anson D. F. Ran- 
dolph and Company (Incorporated), 182 Fifth Avenue.* 1894. 
It is seldom that a reviewer has the opportunity which is afforded by this 
work to deal in praise unmeasured and deserved. So many suggestive facts, 
arrayed in all the charms of the glorious refinement of a woman's taste, are a 
precious gift to the reading public. 

We are treated to beautiful vistas of Maryland life in colonial days, intro- 
duced to the lordly owners of the old Maryland manors, the Lloyds, the Ben- 
nets, the Tighlmans, the Carrolls, &c, entertained with descriptions of old 
churches and church plate, and with sketches of old ministers, magistrates, 



